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SERMON. 


I    JOHN  nt,  2. 
Xtrf'ived,  now  are  we  the  font  of  God,  and  it  doth  rr»t  vet  appear 
what  we  Jhall  be  :    but  nve  knonv  that,   when  he  Jlyalt  appear % 
we  jliall  be  like  him  ;  fir  ive  Jljali  fee  him  as  he  is. 

J\S  the  men  of  the  world  were  ignorant 
of  'he  true  character  of  Chtift,  and  treated  him  v  ith 
dildain  and  contempt;  fo  they  have  viewed  and 
treated  his  faithful  followers  in  the  fame  manner  e- 
ver  fince.  But  the  Lord  knoweth  ;hem  that  are 
his,  and  the  time  is  coming,  when  he  will  caufe  them 
to  appear  in  all  the  beauties  of  holinefs,  and  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  an  exceeding  and  eternal  weioht 
of  glory.  The  apoftle,  therefore,  in  this  F.piftle, 
which  he  wrote  for  the  cortfolation  of  chriftidn's  in 
the  prefent  life,  aflures  them  that  they  are  the  object* 
of  God's  peculiar  favour,  and  that  he  intends  to 
diftinguifh  them  with  the  highett  marks  of  his  pater- 
nal affections.  Rut  he  direds  them  to  draw  their 
prefent  comfort  from  the  hopes  of  a  future  and  bet- 
ter (late  beyond  the  grave.  "  Behold,  what  man- 
ner of  love  the  FatheThath  bellowed  upon  us,  that 
we  mould  be  called  the  fans  of  God.  Therefore 
the  world  knoweth  us  not,  becaufe  it  knew  him  not. 
Beloved,  now  are  we  the  fons  of  God,  and  it  doth 
not  yet  appear  what  we  fhall  be  :  but  we  know  that, 
when  he  fhall  appear,  we  mall  be  like  him;  for  we 
(hall  fee  him  as  he  is."     Thefc  words  equally  apjpljf 
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to  the  children!  of  God  in  every  age,  and   afford 
them  the  fame  ground  of  confolatidn  under  all  the 
trials  and  afJJ*^'  ins,  which  they  are  called  to  ex,je* 
rience,  while  paffihg  through  this  prefent  evil  world. 
Agreeably  to  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  text,  I 
fliall  eonfider, 
I    The  character  of  the  children  of  God, 
II.    What  they  do  not  know  concerning   thenv 
fe?ves  iri  a  future  (late. 

IIL    What  they  do  know  concerning  themfelve$ 
in  that  ftate. 

I.   We  are  to  condder  the  character  of  the  chil- 
dren of  God.     AM  the  children  of  men  are ,  in  one 
fenfe,  the  children  of  God,  and  are   called  his  off- 
fpringj  bat  the  apoftle,  in  the  text  and  preceding 
verfe,  is  fpeaking  of  real  chriftians,  whom  he  means 
to  diftinguiOi  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  by  the  en- 
dearing appellation  of  the  fons  of  God.     "  Behold, 
vhat  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bellowed  up- 
on us,  that  we  ftiould  be  called  the  fons  of  God. 
Therefore  the  world  krsoweth  us  not,  becaufe  it  knew* 
him  not.     Beloved,  now  are  we  the  fons  God,"  thai 
is  in  diftinclion  from  the  world,  who  know  us  not. 
The  primary  ground,  upon  which  real  chriftiansare 
denominated  the  children  of  God,  is  the  renovation, 
of  their  hearts,   by  which  they   partake  of  the  a> 
vine  nature,  and  become  transformed  into  the  di- 
vine Image.      The  apoftle  fays  in  the  laft  verie  of 
the  preceding   chapter,     "   If  ye   know  that  he  i$ 
righteous,  ye  know  that  every  one  that  doeth  rightf 
eoufhefs  is  born  of  him."  And  in  his  gofpel  he  fays, 
<*  Chnft  came  to  his  own,- but  his.own  received.  Mflt 
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pot.  But  as  nr>*r>y  as  received  him,  10  tbrw  ?sv$ 
be  power  to  beiorce  ibe  fons  of  God,  CV<  n  to  \'i.  n 
dial  believe  on  bis  name  :  wbi<h  were  born  not  t,$ 
blood,  nr»r  of  ibe  will  of  the  fltfb,  por  of  're  will  <  i 
pian,  but  of  God."  Alt  mt-n  are  naturally  en<  m  . 
to  God,  and  will  never  ft  el  and  act  like  dutiful  chiU 
fllren  towards  bim,  until  be  renews  their  beat's  dt!<J 
givfs  them  tbe  fpirit  of  adoption.  And  it  is  ibi| 
filial  fpirit,  vhich  forms  all  tbe  b.autifu!  and  aa.14- 
Jjle  traits  in  tbe  chriflian  character. 

1.  Jt  difpofes  ibe  chi!dten  ol  God  to  love  himf 
viib  an  atdent  and  fuprcine  ai  cciicn.  While  ihcy 
feci  tbe  Ipirit  of  adoption,  tbey  ate  icady  to  cryf 
Abba,  Father,  and  tp  fey  firm  the  heart,  whom  have 
vein  heaven  but  thee,  and  there  is  none  uporj 
earth  that  we  dtfire  befides  thee.  As  duuiul  chiU 
dren  love  their  parents  more  than  any  other  or  their 
earthly  relatives  or  friends ;  fo  the  children  of  Gc  4 
give  bim  the  fuprcme  place  in  their  ai.eciions. 
7  hey  love  bim  more  than  father  or  mother,  brother 
or  fitter,  fon  or  daughter,  or  any  other  eanhiy  or 
heavenly  objeft.  Being  frorr!  of  God,  tbey  exper- 
imentally know  the  fupteme  glory  ard  moral  ex- 
cellence of  their  heavenly  Father,  "for  love  i*  of 
God,  and  tverv  one  ibat  loveib  is  born  of  God,  and 
knoweth  God.  God  is  love  :  and  be  that  duetleifc 
in  love,  dweileth  in  Ccd,  zvd  Cod  in  bim."  In  the 
exereife  of  a  filial  fpirit,  tbe  children  off  God  fee} 
as  be  fee's,  and  love  bim  fnpumely  for  that  pt.re, 
perfeft,  difintertfled  love,  vbirb  renders  birr,  in- 
finitely worthy  of  the  fupreme  efft&on  of  all  histix 
\ejli§ent  creatures. 
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a.    This  Tame  filial    fpirit  difpo  Pes  them  to  love 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  in  fincerity,  and  to  believe  in 
him  alone  for  (alvation.     Their  love  to  the  Father 
is  infeperably  connected  with  love  to  the  Son.     So 
our  Saviour  repeatedly  faid  (o  the  Jews.    "  If  God 
were  your  Father,  ye  would  love  me:    for  I  pro.' 
eeeded  forth  and  came  from  God  ;   neither  came  I 
of  myfelf,  but  he  fent  me"     Again  he  faid,  "It  is 
written  in  the  prophets,  And  they  fhallal!  be  taught 
of  God.     Every  man  therefore  that  hath  heard  and 
learned  of  the  Father  cometh  unto  me."    None  will 
come  to  the  Son  for  life,  until  they   are  taught  of 
the  Father  that  they  deferve  to  die  ;  but  when  they 
have  learned  of  him,  that  they  are  wretched,  and 
miferable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked,  and  that 
there  is  no  other  name  than  that  of  Chrift  under 
heaven   given  among  men  whereby   they  can   be 
faved,  they  are  prepared  to  feel  their  perifhing  need 
e>T  his  atonement  for  fin.     And  as  foon  as  the  love 
of  the  Father  is  fhed  abroad  in  their  hearts,  they 
■will  love  his  Son,  and  believe  in  him  alone  for  par- 
don and  falvation.    All  the  children  of  God,  there- 
fore, are  believers  in  Chrift.   They  love  and  honour 
the  Son.  a*  they  love  and  honour  the  Father.    They 
are  united  to  the  Son,  as  the  branches  are  united  to 
the  vine,  and  as  the  members  are  united  to  the  body. 
In  a  word,  they  are  one  with  the  Son,  as  he  is  one 
with   the  Father. 

3.  A  filial  fpirit  unites  all  the  children  of  God  to 
one  another.  The  fpirit  of  adoption  is  a  fpirit  of 
union  among  all  the  houfehold  of  faith.  Thofe  who 
love  their  heavenly  Father,  love  all  his  children, 
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who  bear  his  image  and  poffefs  his  fpirit.  OurSaviouV 
makes  mutual  love  among  his  followers  the  infallible 
mark  of  their  fincerity.  4k  By  ibis,  (hall  all  men  kn<  w 
that  ye  are  my  dilciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  an- 
other." And  he  fays  again,  "  This  is  my  command- 
ment, That  ye  love  one  another,  as  I  have  loved  you.** 
His  beloved  apoftle  John  well  remembered  this  pre- 
cept, and  would  have  his  chrifiian  brethien  remember 
it.  "  This,  fays  he,  is  the  m<  IT  ge  that  ye  heard  frrm 
the  beginning,  That  we  flmuld  love  one  another." 
And  again  he  fays,  "  This  commandment  have  we 
from  him,  That  he  who  loveth  God,  love  his  brother 
a'fo."  In  the  lively  exercife  of  this  truly  cluiftian 
fpirit,  he  goes  on  to  fay.  "  Beloved,  let  us  love  one 
another  :  for  love  is  of  God.  Beloved,  if  God  fo  lov- 
ed us,  we  ought  to  love  one  another.  If  a  imn  fay,  I 
love  God,  and  hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar :  for  he 
that  loveth  not  his  brother  wht  m  he  hath  ieen,  how 
can  he  love  God  whom  he  hath  not  feen  ?  Whome- 
ver believeth  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrift.  is  born  of  God  : 
And  every  one  that  loveth  him  (hat  begat,  loveth  him 
alfo  that  is  begotten  of  him.  By  this  we  know  that  vc 
love  the  children  of  God."  Where  can  you  find  a 
family  of  children,  who  are  cordially  attached  to  their 
parents,  that  are  not  fincerely  attached  to  each  other, 
in  mutual  affeaion  ?  A  filial  fpirit  towards  God  is  al- 
ways a  fraternal  fpirit  towards  the  Ions  of  God,  and 
caufes  them  to  feel  like  David  and  Jonathan,  who  lov- 
ed one  another  as  their  own  fouls.     . 

4*  A  filial  fpirit  is  a  fpirit  of  grace  and  of  fupplica- 
ticn.  It  diipoles  the  children  of  God  to  pray  as  CI  ft 
ieachts  them  to  pray,  laying,  «  Our  Father,  who  art 


fn  heaven,  fallowed  be  thy  n*me;  thy  kingdom  come, 
Tiiy  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven."  It  fweeu 
<Iy  conftrains  them  to  cry,  Abba,  Father;  and,  by  pray- 
erand  fupplication  with  thankfgiving,  to  make  known 
their  requefts  unto  him.  who  is  able  and  ready  to  do 
more  abundantly  than  they  are  able  to  afk  or  think. 
The v  fee!  a  holy  freedom  and  humble  boldnefs  in  ad- 
tiffing  the  throne  of  grace,  and  in  pleading,  with  fer- 
vency and  importunity,  for  every  temporal  and  fpir- 
jrual  Meftrng,  which  they  need  from  day  to  day  and 
from  time  to  time.  As  dutiful  children  repair  to  theif 
kind  and  tender  parents  to  gratify  their  feafonable  de- 
fires  ;  fo  the  children  of  God  continually  call  upon 
f.im  to  aive  them  every  good  and  perfefit  gift,  which 
be  may  fee  fit  to  fee-Row.    I  mufl  add  furthermore, 

5.  That  a  filial  fpirit  towards  God  difpofes  his  chii* 
firen  to  obey  all  his  commands.  Children,  who  love 
their  Barents,  always  take  pleafure  in  obeying  their 
"WilL  jail  fo,  tbe  children  of  God  efteem  his  precepts 
concerning  all  things  to  be  right,  and  find  a  pleafure 
in  performing  the  duties,  which  he  has  enjoined  upon 
them.  They  delight  to  do  his  will,  and  his  law  is  in 
their  hearts.  They  mean  to  exprefs  their  love  to  him 
in  all  *he  various  Ways,  which  he  has  pointed  out  in 
his  word,  and  to  difcharge  every  duty,  which  they  owe 
to  him,  to  their  fellow  creatures,  and  to  themfelvesc 
They  mean  to  walk  in  all  the  commandments  and  or- 
dinances of  the  Lord  blamelefs.  They  live  in  the 
habitual  practice  of  reading  his  word,  keeping  his  fab- 
bath,  attending  publick  worfhip,  and  doing  to  all.  as 
they  would  that  all  mould  do  to  theft.  Whether  th<*y 
^at  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  they  do,  they  mean  to  do 
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all  to  his  glory.  It  is  their  fincere  defirc  to  he  fol- 
lowers of  God,  as  dear  children;  to  walk  worthy  of 
the  vocation  wherewith  they  are  called  ;  and  to  let 
their  light  fo  fhine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  their 
good  works,  and  glorify  their  Father  who  is  in  heaven. 
Such  are  the  genuine  effects  of  a  filial  fpirit,  which 
forms  the  excellent  character  of  the  children  of  Gcd. 
Let  us  next  confider, 

II.  What  they  do  not  know  concerning  themfelves 
in  a  future  Mate.  The  apoftle  freely  allows,  that  fo 
long  as  they  live  in  this  world,  they  do  not  know  what 
they  fhall  be  in  another.  "Beloved,  now  are  we  the 
fons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  fhall 
be."  Though  the  children  of  God  know  themfelves 
to  be  fuch  ;  yet  they  find  fomething  daik  and  incon- 
ceivable, irt  refpect  to  their  exigence  in  the  world 
of  fpirit s.  It  doth  not  appear  to  them  at  prefent,  what 
they  fitall  be  hereafter.  God  has  been  pleafed  to 
hide  eternity  from  the  view  of  all  the  living,  by  a  thick 
and  impenetrable  covering.  He  challenged  Job  to 
difcover  what  he  had  himlelf  concealed  upon  this  aw- 
ful fubject.  "  Have  the  gates  of  death  been  opened 
unto  thee  ?  or  haft  thou  feen  the  doors  of  the  fhadow 
of  death  ?"  The  children  of  God  aie  profoundly  ig- 
norant of  fome  things  refpefMng  their  future  flate.  I 
will  mention  two  or  three  particulars. 

1.  They  are  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  means, 
by  which  they  flu II  perceive  either  material  or  fpiritual 
objects,  after  they  have  loft  their  bodily  fenfes.  Hea- 
ven is  full  of  great  and   glorious  objects.     Chrift  is 

there,  Enoch  is  there,  and  Elijah  is  there,  clothed  in 
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material  bodies.  There  is  alfo  an  innumerable  com- 
pany of  angels  and  of  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  per- 
fect there.  Thefe  holy  and  happy  beings  are  undoubt- 
edly vifible  to  each  other.  But  how  they  become 
Vifible  to  one  another,  it  is  utterly  beyond  our  prefent 
power  to  conceive.  They  cannot  difcover  each  other 
intuitively,  as  God  fees  all  his  creatures  in  a!i  parts  of 
his  vaft:  dominions,  at  one,  clear,  cornprehenfive  view. 
,  There  mult  be  fome  medium  of  perception  to  all  cre- 
ated Ppirits,  but  we  can  form  no  idea,  in  the  prefent 
ftate,  what  that  medium  is,  by  which  the  unbodied 
fpirits  of  the  children  of  God  difcover  the  beings  and 
objects  of  the  invifible    world. 

2.  It  is  no  lefs  dark  and  myfterious  how  they  will 
converfe  wish  one  another  and  with  the  heavenly  hofts, 
after  they  leave  thefe  mortal  bodies.  We  may  pre- 
fume  that  ail  the  inhabitants  of  heaven  are  able  to  com- 
municate their  thoughts,  their  views,  and  feelings  to 
each  o'her,  in  the  molt  eafy,  dear,  and  perfect,  man- 
ner. They  have  no  occafion  for  the  leaft  referve,  in 
laying  open  their  minds,  and  expreffing  every  affec- 
tion of  their  perfectly  holy  and  friendly  hearts.  And 
though  there  may  be  feafons  of  profound  filence  in 
heaven,  yet  we  have  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  moft 
of  their  time  is  delightfully  employed  in  conveifing 
uoon  the  moft  glorious  and  important  fubjects.  But 
it  is  altogether  -beyond  our  pTefent  pow^rto  conceive 
by  what  medium  or  language,  they  hold  a  free  and 
mutual  intercourfe.  The  difficulty  increafes,  when 
we  refleft  upon  the  great  diverfi^;  of  languages  in  this 
world,  and  the  various  means  that  are  ufed  to  convey 
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and  receive  ideas  and  fentiments  in  the  prefent  Rate. 
For  we  mult  Cup  pole,  that  in  heaven  there,  is  but  one 
medium  of  convcrfmg,  which  i:.  common  to  the  great 
Mediator,  to  angels,  and  to  men  of  all  nations,  and 
which  can  be  immediately  underftood  by  every  hu- 
man foul,  upon  itsfirft  arrival  in  the  kingdom  of  glo- 
ry.    I  will  obferve  only  once  more, 

3.  Upon  this  dark  fide  of  the  fubjeft,  that  the  chil- 
dren of  God  mud  rem  tin  totally  ignorant  in  this  life, 
how  th ey  (hall  arrive  to  heaven,  and  how  they  fhall 
move  from  place  to  place,  after  they  arrive  th^re. 
Our  Lord  has  told  us,  that  there  are  many  manfions 
in  heaven,  which  plainly  implies,  that  all  the  inhabi- 
tants do  not  always  dwell  together,  but  are  fometitnes 
locally  feparated  from  each  other,  by  different  apart- 
ments in  their  Father's  haufe.  And  if  this  be  true, 
then  they  will  have  frequent  occafions  of  palling  from 
manfion  to  manfion  and  from  one  fituation  to  ano  her, 
in  order  to  purfue  the  employments  and  enjoy  the  blef- 
fednefs  of  the  heavenly  world.  But  how  they  will  be 
able,  with  eafe  and  celerity,  to  traverfe  the  immenfe 
curcuit  of  heaven,  and  fee  the  various  fixations  of 
the  innumerable  multitudes  of  holy  and  happy  crea- 
tures, we  muft  continue. ignorant  until  our  great  and 
laft;  change.  Many  other  things  might  be  mentioned, 
which  we  cannot  know  this  fide  of  eternity.  But  as 
God  has  feeri  fit  to  conceal  them  from  his  chiidren, 
they  may  reft  faiisfied,  that  it  is  beft  they  fiiould  re- 
main id  ignorance,  until  they  arrive  at  that  world, 
where  they  fhall  fee  as  they  are  feen,  and  know  as  they 
are  known.     Their  prefent  ignorance  of  what  they 


{hall  be,  is  undoubtedly  defigned  to  try  their  faith  and 
confidence  in  God,  and  to  teach  them  entire  fubmif- 
lion  to  bis  difpofing  will.  Let  us  now  turn  our  atten- 
tion to  brighter  profoeQs,  and  confider, 

III     What  the  children  of  God  do  know  concerning 
themfelves  in  a  future  ftate.     The  apoftle  confidently 
affcrts,  thar  they  are  not  altogether  ignorant  of  what 
they  mall  be  when  they  fhine  fonh  in  the  kingdom  of 
their  Father.     ik  But  we  know  that,  when  he  fhall  ap- 
pear, we  fh.-i.ll  be  like  him ;  for  we  fhaWfee  him  as  he  is." 
It  may  feem  by  this  mode  of  expreffion,  that  the  chil- 
dren of  God  fhall  not  know  what  they  fhall  be,  unril 
the  day  of  judgment.     "  But  we  know  that,  when  hs 
jliall  appear,  &c."    This  branch  of  the  text  might  have 
been  rendered,  "^  when  itjhall  appear'1    That  is,  when 
our  Jlate  fhall  appear,  then  we  fhall  know  that  we  fhall 
be  like  him;  for  we  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is.  But  our  ftate 
will  appear  as  foon  as  we  leave  the  world,  and  long 
before  the  great  and  laft  day.     This  leads  me  to  ob^ 
ferae, 

3.  That  the  children  of  God  do  now  know  where 
they  fhall  be  hereafter.  Divine  Infpiration  affures  them, 
that  when  they  die,  "  Then  fhall  the  duft  return  to 
the  earth  as  it  was  ;  and  the  fpirit  fhall  return  unto 
God  who  gave  it/'  The  prophet  fpeaking  of  the  death 
of  the  righteous  fays,  "  They  fhall  enter  into  peace." 
Our  Saviour  told  his  difciples,  for  their  confolation, 
when  he  was  going  to  leave  them,  "  In  my  Father's 
fooufe  are  many  rnanfions  :  if  it  were  not  fo,  I  would 
have  told  you.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you — that 
where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  alfo."   And  when  he  was 
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expiring  on  the  crofs,  he  gracioufly  declared  to  the 
poor,  penitent,  believing  malefactor,  "This  da)  (halt 
thou  be  with  me  in   paradife."      He  reprefentcd  the 
departed  fpiiit  of  Lazarus,  as  being  carried  by  angeis 
into  Abraham's  bolom.    The  primiiive  chriftians  ufed 
to  fay,    "  We  are  confident,  and  willing  laiher  to  be 
abfent    from  the   body,  and    prefent   with  the  Lord." 
Paul,   who  taught   this   riochirc,    firmly  believed  it. 
"  For,  fays  he,  I  am  in  a  flrait  betwixt  two,  havirg  4 
defire  to  depart,   and  to  be  wiih   Chrift;  which  is  far 
better."     And  we  are  exprefsJy  told,  that  "  the  gene- 
ral affembly  and  church  of  the  fit  ft  born  in  heaven,  is 
compofed  of  the  fpirits  of  juft  men   made   perfe£l." 
Among  thefe  we  find  Enoch,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  Jacob, 
Mofes,  and  Elias,  mentioned  by   name.     Indee*d,  we 
have  abundant  evidence  to  believe,  that  all  who  have 
died  in  the  Lord,  are  now  in  heaven  with  their  divine 
Redeemer.       Notwithstanding  all   that  has   been  faid 
about  the  foul's  deeping  between  death  and  the  refur- 
reftion,  and  about  this  world's  being  the  final  abode  of 
the  bleffe  d  j  the  children  of  God  may  be  aflured,  that 
heaven  will  be  the  place  of  their  eternal   refidtnee, 
whither  their  fouls  fhall  be  fafely  conducted,  as  foon 
as  they  (hall  drop  their  clayey  tabernacles. 

2.  They  know  in  this  world  what  manner  of  pcrfcnl 
they  (hall  be  in  the  next.  In  this  world,  they  refemble 
God,  in  fome  meafure ;  but,  in  that  which  is  to  come, 
they  fhall  be  entirely  conformed  to  his  moral  image. 
"  But  we  know,  fays  the  apoftle,  that  when  he  fhall  ap- 
pear, we  fhall  be  like  him."  The  children  of  God  are 
111  a  ftate  of  progrtffion.    Their  path  is  like  the  lifing 
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fan,  which  fh'nes  brighter  and  brighter  unto  the  per- 
fect day.  The  ward  of  Gad  and  the  ordinances  of 
the  gofpel  are  calculated  and  defigned,  to  promote 
their  fpiritual  edification,  and  carry  them  forward  in 
their  chriftian  courfe,  until  they  arrive  at  finlefs  per- 
fection. Accordingly,  we  read,  "Chrit  loved  the 
church,  and  g<tve  hi  nfelf  for  it,  that  he  might  fan&ify 
and  cleanfe  it  with  the  warning  of  water  by  the  word, 
that  he  mi^ht  prefent  it  to  himfelf  a  glorious  church, 
not  having  fpot  or  wrinkle  or  any  fuch  thing  ;  but  that 
it  fhiu'd  be  hi!y  and  without  blemifh."  As  foon  as 
the  fons  of  God  fhall  reach  the  heavenly  world-  they 
will  be  perfectly  punned  from  all  moral  pollution, 
and  never  have  another  finful  emotion  or  exercife  of 
heart,  Tney  will  be  holy  as  God  is  holy,  and  perfect 
as  he  is  perfect.  Th;y  know,  therefore,  that  when 
that  which  is  perfect  is  come,  then  that  which  is  in 
part  (hill  be  done  away.      Hence, 

3.  Tney  know,  that  when  they  G11II  leave  this  pref- 
ent evil  world,  they  (hill  be  completely  blefifed.    For, 

In  the  firft  place,  their  moral  likenefs  to  God  will 
give  them  as  clear  and  full  knowledge  of  all  the  di- 
vine perfections  ani  conduct  as  their  limited  capaci- 
ties will  admit.  This  is  plainly  afferted  in  the  text. 
ts  But  we  know  that,  when  he  (lull  appear,  we  fhall 
be  like  him  ;  for  we  (hall  fee  him  as  he  is"  Seeing  here 
fi  unifies  knnwing,  and  feeing  G)d,  as  he  is,  fignifies 
knowing  him  clearly  and  fully,  without  the  leaft  error 
or  rcrftake.  In  this  world,  the  children  of  God  fee 
him  through  a  glafs  darkly,  but  in  the  next,  they  will 
fee  him  face  to  face.    Their  prefent  ignorance  of  him 
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chiefly  arifes  from  the  contrariety  of  their  hearts  to 
his  great  and  amiable  cbarar&er  ;  but  when  they 
fhall  become  perfectly  conformed  to  his  moral  im- 
age, they  will  naturally  fee  him  a.f,  he  is,  and  have 
a  clear,  jufl,  and  full  view  of  all  the  difplays  which 
he  has  made  of  hin  felf.  Such  knowledge  David 
expefled  to  derive  frrm  his  future  conformity  of 
heart  to  God.  "  I  will  behold  thy  face  in  righte- 
ovfnefs ;  1  fhall  be  fati.sfed  when  I  awrke  in  thy  like- 
nefs."  And  our  Lord  declared,  "Bit  (Ted  aie  the 
pare  in  heart  :  for  they  fhall  fee  God."  When  the 
children  of  God  become  perfectly  like  him  in  holi- 
nefs,  they  will  delight  to  contemplate  upon  all  his 
works  of  creation,  providence,  and  grace,  and  to 
difcover  more  and  more  of  the  connexion,  the  har- 
mony, the  wifdom,  ard  benevolence,  which  tun 
through  the  whole.  As  foon  as  the  blirdrefs  of  their 
hearts  is  completely  removed,  the  eyes  of  their  un- 
derftanding  will  be  opened  to  fee,  that  "  the  Loid  is 
righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  woiks." 
This' will  clear  up  the  daik  and  mj  fteiicus  difpenfa- 
tions  of  providence  towards  themleh  es  ard  others, 
rectify  their  foimer  errors  and  mifapprehenfions, 
and  pour  into  their  holy  and  enlarged  minds  a  flccd 
of  light  and  joy.  And  thefe  holy  and  beatifck 
views  of  God,  will  prepare  them, 

In  the  next  place,  for  all  the  fervices  and  employ- 
ments of  the  heavenly  world.  As  their  knowledge 
of  God  increafesj  their  hearts  will  he  enlarged  in 
his  holy  aid  reaforable  fervice.  They  will  be  as 
willing  to  feive  and   glorify  God,  as  the  angels  of 
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tivhi.  They  will  cheerfully  unite  with  the  heaven- 
ly hods  in  all  their  a£h  of  homage,  adoration,  and 
praife.  They  will  never  be  weary,  as  they  were  in 
this  world,  in  the  duties  of  devotion  ;  but  will  joy- 
fully join  thofe  pure  and  perfeft  fpirits,  who  reft 
not  day  and  night,  in  celebrating  the  aftonifhing 
difplays  of  divine  glory. 

Finally,  their  perfect  likenefs  to  the  Deity,  will  pre- 
pare them  for  the  full  and  everlafting  enjoyment  of 
him.  While  they  love  him  for  every  perfection  of  his 
nature,  for  every  work,  of  his  hands,  for  every  dif- 
penfation  of  his  providence,  for  every  a£t  of  his  grace, 
and  even  for  every  difplay  of  his  juilice,  they  mud 
neceflarily  derive  complete  fatisfaction  from  every 
being,  and  creature,  and  object  in  the  uni  verfe.  And 
this  fatisfaction  m  id  be  raifed  to  perfect  felicity, 
by  knowing  that  they  are  greatly  beloved  by  their 
Creator,  their  Redeemer,  their  Sanclifier,  and  all 
their  holy  fellow  creatures  in  beaven.  Such  mutual 
love  between  God  and  the  children  of  God,  will  be 
the  confun  nation  of  their  bleffcdnefs.  And  fure- 
\v  this  is  enough  for  them  to  know  before  they  have 
finifhed  their  courfe,  and  are  prepared  to  take  pof- 
fefli>n  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light. 

It  now  remains  to  improve  and  to  apply  the 
fubjeft. 

l.  It  appears  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  all 
the  knowledge,  which  chrifiians  have  of  themfelves 
in  a  future  ftate,  they  wholly  derive  from  divine 
Revelation.  The  gofpel,  which  has  brought  life  and 
immortality  to  light,   teaches  them  that  after  they 


leave  the  body  they  fhall  exift,  that  they  fhall  be 
where  God  is,  that  they  fhall  be  like  him,  that  they 
fhall  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  be  happy  ;  but  they  could 
never  have  difcovered  thefe  things  by  the  mere  light 
of  nature.  This  is  evident  from  their  total  igno- 
rance of  every  thing  refpecling  their  future  ftatej 
which  God  has  not  revealed  in  his  word.  They 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  means,  by  which  they 
fhall  be  able  to  move,  to  fee,  or  to  converfe^  in  the 
world  of  fpirits.  And  in  refpeft  to  thefe  things,  all 
the  reft  of  mankind  are  equally  ignorant,  though 
fome  have  exerted  all  their  intellectual  powers  and 
faculties  to  difcover  them.  Chriftians  are  entirely 
indebted  to  divine  Revelation  for  all  that  they 
know  more  about  the  invifible  world,  than  thofe 
who  are  fitting  in  the  region  of  the  fhadow  of  death. 
The  apoftle  hence  concludes,  that  if  they  could  once 
lofe  their  belief  of  the  gofpel,  they  would  thereby 
lofe  all  their  hopes  of  future  happinefs,  and  become 
of  all  men -the  mod  miferable.  This  is  a  good  rea- 
fon  why  David  and  all  good  men  fhould  fo  highly 
venerate  and  efteem  the  word  of  God,  which  con- 
tains fuch  important  truths,  and  opens  fuch  glori- 
ous profpefts  beyond  the  grave. 

2.  We  may  learn  from  what  has  been  faid, 
why  fome  chriftians  die  in  fo  much  light  and  joy, 
and  foine  in  fo  much  darknefs  and  diltrefs.  Some 
of  the  patriarchs  and  fome  of  the  apoftles  died  in 
the  lively  exercifes  of  faith  and  hope.  They  be- 
lieved what  God  had  revealed  concerning  the  holi- 
nefs  and  happinefs  of  heaven ;  they  beheld  the  pro- 
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mifes  a  far  off,  and  embraced  them.     And  fome 
ehriftians  fince  their  days,  have  died  in  the  fame 
believing  and  joyful  manner.     They  have  felt  and 
converfed,  like  Jacob,  and  Jofeph,  and  David,  and 
Simeon,  and  Paul,  in  the  near  and  full  view  of  eter- 
niiy.     They  have  looked  upon  the  bright  fide  of 
death,  which  banifhed  all  gloomy  and  diftrefling  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  king  of  terrors.    And  it  appears 
from  what  chriftians  do  or  may  know  about  their 
future  ftate,  that  they  may  fee  fomething  worth  dy- 
ing for,  and  really  defire  to  be  abfent  from  the  bo- 
dy, that  they  may  be  prefent  with  the  Lord.    They 
may,  like  Stephen,  have  fuch  views  of  Chrift  and  of 
the  glories  of  heaven,  as  to  fear  no  evil  in  pairing 
through  the  dark  valley,  and  exchanging  time  for 
eternity.    But  fuch  triumphant  deaths  have  always9 
perhaps,  been  very  rare.   More  generally  real  chrif- 
tians  approach  the  grave  and  the  borders  of  the  in» 
vifible  world,  with  a  fearful  and  trembling  heart* 
And  this  may  be  partly  owing  to  their  looking  up- 
on death  on  the  dark  fide,  and  pondering  upon  what 
they  do  not  and  cannot  know  about  exchanging 
worlds.    When  they  look  into  the  grave,  they  have 
not  faith  and  fortitude  enough   to  look  through  it 
into  the  world  of  light.     This  is  not  unfrequently 
the  cafe  of  thofe,  who  have  lived  apparently,  and 
perhaps    really,    very   holy  and  exemplary  lives. 
Probably  the  great  adverfary  takes  advantage  of 
their  natural  timidity,  and  paints  upon  their  imagin- 
ations all  the  dark  and  unrevealed  things  refpefting 
an  invifible  and  untried  ftates     This,  we  may  chari- 
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pious   perfons  dying  in  fo  much  darknefs  and  dif- 
tre  fs. 

3.    Chriftians  may  and  ought  to  infer  from  what 
has  been  faid,  the  great  importance  of  making  their 
calling  and  ele&ion  fure.     This  is  a  duty,  which 
they  are  extremely  apt  to  negled,  and  to  plead  ina- 
bility as  an  excufe  for  their  negligence.     But  their 
excufe  is  groundlefs,  becaufe  God   has  gracioufly 
given  them  in  his  word  plain  and  infallible  marks 
of  a  filial  fpirit,  by  which  they  may  certainly  know, 
that  they  are  born  again,  and  are  heirs  of  the  king- 
dom of  glory.    The  apoftle  fpeaks  plainly  and  con- 
clufively  upon  this  fubjeft.     "  For,  he  fays,  as  ma- 
ny as  are  led  by  the  fpirit  of  God,  they  are  the  fons 
of  God.     For  ye  have  not  received   the  fpirit  of 
bondage  again  to  fear ;  but  ye  have  received  the 
fpirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we  cry  Abba,  Father. 
The  fpirit  itfelf  beareth  witnefs  with  our  fpirit,  that 
we  are  the  children  of  God  :  and  if  children,  then 
heirs;  heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs  with  Chrift."  It 
is  very  eafy  to  underftand  and  to  apply  this  rule  of 
trial.    Any  man  may  know,  that  he  loves  his  friend, 
by  the  exercife  of  a  friendly  fpirit.     Any  child  may 
know,  that  he  loves  his  earthly  parent,  by  the  exer- 
cife of  a  filial  fpirit.    In  the  fame  manner,  any  chrif- 
tian  may  know,  that  he  loves  God,  by  the  exercife 
of  the  fpirit  of  adoption.    A  filial  fpirit  carries  its 
own  evidence  with  it.      All  real  chriftians  feel  a, 
filial  fpirit  towards  their  heavenly  Father,  by  which 
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they  m2y  know,  that  they  are  the  children  of  God, 
and  heirs  of  everlafting  life.      It  is  a  duty  which 
they  owe   to  God  and  to  themfelves,   to  examine 
their  own  hearts  impartially,  and  know  what  man- 
ner of  fpiiit  they  are  of ;  for  without  knowing  this, 
they  will  all  their  life  time  be  fubjeclt  to  bondage, 
through  fear  of  death  5  and  they  may  expeft  when 
that  comes,  their  fun  will  fet  in  a  cloud,  and  bring  a 
reproach  upon  themfelves,  and  upon  the  religion 
which  they  have  profefled.     But  if  they  faithfully 
fearch  their  own  hearts  and  difcover  their  filial  fpi- 
rit  towards  God,  they  may  read  the  promifes  in  their 
favour,  and  view  death  on  the  light  fide,  which  will 
give  them  a  complete  viftory  over  their  laft  enemy* 
and  afford  the  beft  fource  of  confolation  to  their 
beft  friends  who  ftand  around  their  dying  bed. 

4.    The  preceding  obfervations  leave  us  no  room 
to  doubt,  that  death  is  always  a  happy  event  to  the 
children  of  God.      We  know  enough  about  their 
future  ftate,  to  be  fatisfied  that  whenever,  and  how- 
ever they  may  die,  they  actually  gain  by  their  great 
and  laft  change.     God  has  told  us,  that  as  foon  as 
they  leave  this  world,  they  are  carried  to  a  better, 
where  they  are  completely  holy  and  happy.   Though 
they  may  be  troubled  with  doubts  and  fears,  and 
dread  to  meet  the  king  of  terrors;  yet  he  who  be- 
gan a  good  work  in  their  hearts,  never  fails  to  own 
them  for  his  children,  and  to  give  them  their  prom- 
ifed    inheritance.      To    exclude    all    pofiibility  of 
doubt  upon  this  ihterefting  point,  the  apoftle  fcas 
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faid,  that  neither  deaih,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor 
principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  piefent,  nor 
things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  o- 
ther  creature  (hall  be  able  to  feparate  them  from 
the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jeius  our  Lord. 
5.    This  fubjeQ  affords  a  fource  of  great  confo- 
lation  to  thofe,   who  have  been  bereaved  of  near 
and  dear  chriflian   friends.     They  have  fuffered  a 
great    lofs,  and  experienced  a  painful    fcraraiion, 
which  jufiiy  calls  for  mourning  and  for  row  ;  but  if 
they  will  only  carry  their  thoughts  into  that  world, 
where  they  believe  their  friends  are  gone,  and  view 
them  in  their  prefent  ftate  of  glory  and  felicity,  their 
forrows  muft  be  mingled  with  joys.  Can  they  mourn, 
that  thofe  whom  they  efteemed  the  children  of  God 
and  the  excellent  of  the  earth,  have  become  un- 
fpeakably  more  excellent,  more  amiable,  and  more 
happy,  than  they  ever  were  in  this  imperfeft  ftate? 
Can  they  really  believe  what  the  gofpel  reveals  con- 
cerning the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfeel,  and  yet 
mourn  that  their  pious  friends  have  actually  joined 
the  general  affembly  and  church  of  the  firft-born> 
in  the  delightful  fervice  of  their  divine  Redeemer? 
If  they  do  not  refufe  to  be  comforted,  they  muft 
derive  peculiar  confolation  from  what  they  know 
of  the  paft  conduct  and  prefent  ftate  of  dear,  de- 
parted chriftians,  who  have  ceafed  from  fin  and  dif- 
fering, and  are  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  good. 

I  prefume,  I  fhall  now  have  the  concurrence  of 
this  whole  affembly,  while  I  apply  thefe  confoling 
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obfervations  to  the  numerous  mourners  on  this  occa* 
lion.     Numerous  mourners,  I  fay,  becaufe  there  is 
not ;  perhaps,  a  (ingle  perfon  here  prefent,  who  does 
not  lament  the  deceafe  of  that  amiable  and  excellent 
Child  of  God,  whofe  remains  now  lie  before  us.    I 
have  endeavoured  to  delineate  that  filial  fpirit,  which 
conftitutes  and  adorns  the  chriftian  character,  and 
can  any  one  recolleft  a  lingle  trait  in  that  charac- 
ter, which  does  not  plainly  apply  to  Mrs.  Wilder  ? 
Without  miftaking  nature  for  grace,  and  making  c- 
vsry  proper  allowance  for  her  native  mildnefs,  her 
fuperior  education,  and  her  polifhed  manners,  did 
Ihe  not  difcover,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  her  con- 
duel,   that  love  to  God,  that   love  to   Chrift,  that 
love  to  the  fri  ends  of  Chrift,  and  that  univerfal  love 
to  mankind,  which  are  the  genuine  expreffions  of  a 
holy  and  humble  heart  ?    What  duty  to  God,  what 
duty  to  her  hufband,  what  duty  to  her  friends,  or 
what  duty  to  her  enemies  ( if  me  had  any)  did  fhe 
habitually  negled  ?     She   exhibited  in   her    very 
countenance  that  meek  and  quiet  fpirit,  that  feren- 
ity  and  peace  of  mind,  which  naturally  flow  from 
vital  piety.    There  is,  therefore,  juft  ground  to  be- 
lieve,  that  (he  has  fafely  reached  her  heavenly  Fa- 
ther's houfe,  and  is  there  fixt  as  a  pillar  in  his  tem- 
ple forever.     In  this  firm  belief,  the  bereaved  and 
affli&ed  Pastor  of  this  Church  has  no  caufe  to  for- 
row,  as  thofe  who   have  no  hope.     Though  his  lofs 
is  greatly   enhanced  by  all  the  amiable,  ufeful,  and 
virtuous  dualities,  which  adorned  the  dear  Wife  of 
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his  youth,  whom  Cod  has  taken  away ;  yet  he  ha3 
abundant  reafon  to  be  thankful,  that  her  life,  which 
had  been  fo  often  threatened,  was  continued  To  long 
in  mercy  to  him, and  to  his  numerous  family.  May  he 
fing  aright  of  mercy  and  of  judgment.  May  he  hear 
the  rod,  and  who  hath  appointed  it.  With  a  filial 
fpirit,  may  he  bow  in  cheerful  fubmifTion  to  his 
heavenly  Father,  and  call  all  his  burdens  upon  his. 
arm,  who  is  able  and  willing  to  fuftain  him. 

The  bereaved  and  forely  affli&ed  Children  call 
for  the  fympathy  and  compaflion  of  every  tender 
heart.  They  have  fuftained  a  great  and  irrepara- 
ble lofs.  Their  dear  Mother  has  left  them  at  the 
very  feafon,  when  they  Hand  in  peculiar  need  of 
her  care,  of  her  instruction,  of  her  example,  and  I 
may  add  j  of  her  prayers.  But  they  may  derive 
great  and  lading  benefit  from  her  life  and  from  her 
death,  if  they  will  only  remember  her  inftru&ions, 
her  warnings,  and  admonitions,  and  faithfully  fol- 
low her  bright  example  in  every  thing  which  is  pi- 
ous, amiable,  and  praife-worthy  in  the  chriftian 
character.  Their  duty,  fafety,  and  happinefs  uni- 
tedly call  upon  them,  to  commit  themfelves  to  their 
Father's  and  their  Mother's  God,  to  whom  they 
have  been  folemnly  and  publickly  devoted.  Let 
them  feel  and  exprefs  a  filial  fpirit  towaids  their 
heavenly  Father,  and  he  will  take  them  under  his 
care,  guide  all  their  fteps,  fupport  them  under  all 
their  trials  and  bereavements,  and  finally  wipe  a- 
way  all  tears  from  their  eyes. 


(  «4.) 

This  Church  and  Congregation  will  finCerely 
fympathize  with  their  bereaved  Paftor,  under  the 
heavy  lofs  which  they*  as  well  as  he,  have  fuftain> 
ed,  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Wilder,  whom  they  have 
long  and  highly  refpe&ed.  While  they  lament,  that 
fo  bright  an  example  of  piety  and  virtue  has  been 
removed  from  them,  they  will  remember,  that 
they  mufl  in  their  turns,  one  after  another,  follow 
her  to  the  grave,  and  go  into  that  invifible  world, 
whither  fhe  is  gone,  and  from  whence  fhe  will  nev- 
er return.  May  this  folemn  admonition  of  provi« 
dence  happily  ferve-  to  quicken  all  of  evsry  age 
and  character,  to  be  followers  of  thofe,  who  through 
faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promiies. 

A  M  E'*N. 


